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Home Value? 

   Odds Are Good For Selling Home In October 

S easonality is a factor for home 

sellers to consider, as the housing 

market has shown a tendency to rise 

and fall fairly consistently with the  

changing seasons each year. 

But the impact of these seasonal  

changes is far less significant for home 

sellers than one might imagine when 

only viewing annual home sales figures. 

For example, the graph above shows the 

percentage of existing inventory that 

went “under contract” each month from 

2009 through 2014.  

I examined all homes that were listed 

during that time and compared it with 

the contracts that eventually closed 

from each month.  

For example, if there were 2,000 listings 

in January 2011 and 200 closings  

eventually occurred from contracts  

written in January 2011, then I would 

record the fact that 10% of the inventory 

went under contract. This was done for 

each month from January 2009 through 

December 2014, and the median of 

these results were used to create the 

graph above. 

Apparently, There are four months of the 

year where we typically see a decline in 

inventory turnover (the percentage of 

homes on the market that go under  

contract), and they occur from  

September though February.  

But October and December stand out as 

months where home seller’s have the 

same odds of selling as they do in  

summer months.  
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